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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


Town gf Raymond in account with the Selectmen, Dr. 


John Healey’s bill : 
1851. § day to appraise real estate with selectmen 


——___—_—__ 


for 1851, 50 

1853, Feb. 26. 1 day to meet selectmen at office, .68 
Marea 6. 4 day at the office, 34 
1.52 


William Titcomb’s bill : 
18! 853, Nov. 5. To one day attendance before the road 


commissioner on the Griffin road case, .80 
1 3. Daniel Willard, the balance due to school Dis- 
trict No. 8, for the year 1852, 50.70 
j 1863, Mar. 24; ‘Balance: due» Samuekullealeyafor-athe 
SUpportoof=the-town’ spece-thespensebsa2, 
i Samuel Healey’s bill : 


Mar. 21. For $30 for the support of the town’s poor 
in part for 1852, 30.00 
Josiah C. Prescott’s bill : 
1852. For drawing 504 ft. bridge plank from Free- 
town mill to Pecker’s bridge, 75 
Samuel Healey’s bill : 
1853, Mar. 30. For the support of Plumer Hanson, 


county pauper, for 1852, 25.00 
Peter Y. Frye’s bill ; 
March 29, For doctoring Plumer Hanson, 3.90 
Henry French’s bill: 
1853, May 20. Paid Henry F. French’s receipt, d 2 &.00 


John P. Webster’s bill : 
1853, May 3. For settling with the selectmen of Gil- 


ee 


ford in case of Enoch Osgood, 1.00 
: May 14. Benning W. Sanborn’s bill, for highway sur- 
yeyors’ blanks, .62 


J uly 4, Paid Samuel Healey’s note 
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July 25. Paid the town of Gilford, for the support of 
Enoch Osgood, 
6 95. Jacob Dow’s > pill for 18 hours’ work on the 
. highway, 
~& 30. To 74 hours, 


1853, Mar. 8. John Moor’ s bill, for services pest 
the town as agent, from March, 1852, 
March, 1853, 

Paid James Batchelder, abatement for a 
of tax for 1851, 

Chey —. Ezekiel Lane, jr.’s bill, for 2 stringers, 100 
ft. of oak plank, and labor for the N orton 
bridge, 

Paid A. B. Smith, abatements on school- 
house No. 8, for ‘Tand out of District, 

Paid Selectmen of N ottingham, for the sup- 
port of Moses Trasey, wife and child, 

Paid Simon Page, for the support of the 
town’s poor for the year 1853, 

Samuel B. Gove’s bill, for revising and re- 
cording the militia roll of the 4th Co. of 
infantry i in the 17th regiment, at $1 per 
da 

1853. Joseph Blake’s bill, for paper and powder 
and fuse, and taking affidayit in case of 


county pau 
Lgl 8. Am 0) DM, ords 0 
DIP on: conte of “SRI ET PTS 


county pauper, 

Mar. 8. E. J. Lane’s bill, for 1 inventory book, 37 ; 
1 collector’s boook, 42, 

Mar. 18. Michael Reade’s pill, for his’ affidavit on 
Plumer Hanson case, a county pauper, 

‘¢ 18. Daniel M. Christie’s bill, for services ren- 
dered in getting Plumer Hanson on, as 
county pauper, . 

«© 30. Hazen Batchelder’s bill, to pay railroad fare 
to Portsmouth and Exeter, county pauper 
business, 

ot Satie F. Keys’ bill, to stone work on Jona. 
Page’s bridge, 
“10. J. 8, James’ bill, for spikes to Jonathan 
‘ Page’s Bridge, 
May 19. David! Barrett’s bill, to ‘one day on Gilley 
road, 
Noy. 25. Henry 'M. Eaton’s bill, for one day perambu- 
lating line betwixt Candia and Raymond, 


‘ 


Noy. 25. 
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Rufus E.. Patten’s bill,for one half the ex- 
pense in erecting a monument betwixt Can- 
dia and Raymond, 


Oct. 20. Mary 8. Hardy’s bill, for interest on: notes, 
« 24, Luther. M. Wason’s bill, for ‘dinners of two 


Sept. 21. 


Nov. 25. 


‘June 28. 


days for the selectmen when perambulat- 
ing line between Chester and Raymond, 
Wm. P. Underhill s bill, for one half of 
the surveyor’s: bill for: perambulating the 
line between Chester and Raymond, 

Aaron Fy Keys’ bill, for labor, done on Free- 
town Bridge, 

Ebenezer Prescott’s. bill, to, pay selectmen’s 
expenses, perambulating the line betwixt 
Candia and Raymond, 

Alfred Batchelder’s bill, moving one stone 
guide post 


Pp 
March 19. Jno. Brown’s bill, for taking Samuel Hans- 


May 25. 


on’s affidavit, 
For making description of the range and 
number of lots of land in said town, 


July 7. To taking four affidavits:on case of the Grifiin 


Road, 
Nov. 5. To perambulating line between Raymond and 
Deerfield, 

“Wm. P. Tufts’ bill, powder and fuse, Red Ty 
Paid Ebenezer Prescott’s note and interest, ve" 
Noy. 17. Paid Rufus R. Rundlett’s bill, to working 
fs non-resident highway receipts, 

1854. ! 

“Feb. 15. Josiah Butler’s bill, for writing affidavit relat- 

ing to Joseph Robinson, county pauper, 

«¢ « Simeon Hildreth’s bill, for his affidavit relat- 
ing to widow Jos. Robinson, county pauper, 

“17. Albert H. Hoyt’s bill, paid for the sae of 
the teachers’ institute, 

Jan. 10. F. Grant’s bill, for three sheets of cis list 
paper, 

«20. Jno. F. Brown’s bill; May 15, to services three 
days in making and rev ising the roll of ‘the 
4th company, 

Feb.17. John S. Wells’ bill, counsel on tax business, 

Jan. 30. H.C. Bacon’s bill, for fee in action with Pills- 
bury and Lane, in Candia, 

Feb. 18. aa, Page’s bill, for support of the county 


Santa Healey’ s bill, for support of county 
poor, Feb., 1853, to March, 1853, 


58.40 


10.04 


3.00 
4.00 


6.96 
148.02 
3.75 
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Feb.18. Peter Y. Frye’s bill, for his attendance to the 
county poor, 
“ « Jeremiah Fullonton’s bill, for 82 feet timber 
for Stingy bridge, 
«“ « Jonathan Brown’s bill, to 1 day’s attendance 
on the Griffin road case, for 1852, 
“6 6 Daniel N.+Lane’s bill, for working out non- 
yy resident highway tax, 
March 12, 21 and 30, by 3 half’ days at the office, ~ 
April 1, 2, 4 and 6, for four days taking invoice, 
és 9, to one day to meet selectmen at the office, 
«12 to 26, six days and a half at the office, 
May. 1 day taking i invoice in the District No. 1, 
«¢ 19. One day taking invoice in District No. "3, 
«20, 21 and 28, by three days at the office, 
June 11. To meet selectmen at office, $ day, 
«¢ 14. For reviewing a new highway, petitioned for 
by Jos. Corson and others, 
July 2. To meet selectmen at office, 
«¢ 9. $ day on road business, 
Sept. 3. To one day at office, 
Oct. 15. To meet selectmen at office, 
s¢ 24, For notifying Poplin selectmen to perambulate 
line, and stone monument, 


«¢ 29. To one day on line between Poplin and Raymond, 


Nov. 13. Postage on letter, 

s¢ 19 and 25. To two, days perambulating line be- 

tween Raymond and Candia, 

Dec. 3 to 17, 24 days at office, 
1854. 
Jan. 20 to 28. 1 day to meet selectmen, 
Feb. 18 and 28. 14 day at office, 

«¢ 24. To 1 day to meet selectmen, 

“ 25 and 28. To 2 days at office, 
March 1 and 3. Two days at office, 
4 day on pauper business, 


1853. 

Sept. 16. Benj. B. Gilman’s bill, for 5 days work on 
Cilley road, so called, 10 hours each day, at 
10 cts. per ‘hour, 

*1 yore of oxen, 1 day, 

“4 day, 
Cart and plough, 


“© 14, Benja. Poor’s bill, to 168 ft. bridge plank, 
Feb. 7. Aaron W. Brown’s bill, for putting one rail on 
Freetown Bridge, and iron work, 


2.75 
.65 
1.00 


Eta t £1.79 


1.00 
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Barnard Tucker’s bill, for 300 ft. of bridge 
plank, 
1 day on said bridge, 


Paid the several school districts the proportion of school 


Paid the proportion of parsonage fund money as follows : 


Sept. 30. 


money, Viz: 


District No. 1, $100.34 
2, 52.23 

3, 77.64 

4, 47.45 

5, 29.68. 

6, 76.05 

if 56.04 

8, 176.60 

9, 52 72 

10, 39.41 

Union Branch, 24.97 


To the Congregational Society, J. Blake, 
Methodist Society, J. F. Lane, 
Freewill Baptist, J. Brown, 

Levi Brown’s bill, for two stringers, J. F. 

Page’s bridge, 


Paid the following abatements for year 1851; 


Hiram Milis, 

Emery Batchelder, 

True Healey, 

Moses C. Magoon, 

Nathaniel Bean, 

John C. Page, 

Josiah Smith, 

Nathan Poor, 

Samuel Roberts, 

Benaiah Rundlett, 

Levi 8. Brown’s bill, for the balance for col- 
lecting tax for the year 1851, 


Oct. 10. Ebenezer Prescott’s bill, to one day on F. F. 


1853. 
May 19. 


Page’s bridge, 

1 yoke of oxen, 1 day, 

Cart and wheels, one day, 

One stringer to J. F. Page’s bridge, 26 ft. 
long, 124 top end, 

To 10 hours work on said bridge, 


Josiah C. Prescott’s bill, to 1 day on the Cilley road, 


Oxen 1 day, 


3.00 
1.00 


4.00 


Cart and wheels, 25 
i — 
1.75 
To 2 stringers to J. F. Page’s bridge, 6.00 
Oct. 10. Elisha Prescott’s bill, two stringers J. F. 
Page’s bridge, 6.00 
May 19. Half day on Cilley road, 388 
6.38 
April 16. Ebenezer ’Prescott’s bill, to 48 ft. bridge plank, 48 
Oct. 29. John J. Lovering’s bill, to 2 day with selectmen, 
to perambulate line between Raymond and Poplin, .50 
Feb. 23. Simon Page’s bill, for 2 days’ work on Cilley 
road, F150 
To half ‘day on J. F. Page’s bridge, 38 
To ten hours work, 1.00 
1.38 
es «¢"  Kesiah Richardson’s bill, for‘interest’on her note, id 
Paid the following abatements :. 
For the year 1852, Emery: Batchelder; 1.94 
Benjamin Batchelder, 1:94 
Daniel W. Bartlett, q 1.06 
George N. Copp, , 1:94 
George W. Copp, 1.94 
Abraham B. Leavitt, 1:94 . 
Abner B. Lowell, 1:94 
Moses C. Magoon, 1:83 
Samuel Roberts, 1.94 
John O. Spinney, 1:94 
Ahaz York, 1.94 
Ww. H. Sargent, 1:94 
1853. John Healey’s bill, Mar. 12 to April 2; to: 
meet selectmen at office, and’ on pauper 
business, | 2.52 
Apr: 2 to Apr. 8. To 5 days taking invoice, 4.75 
“ 9 “ May 27. To'12:days meeting selectmen and’ 
making school-house tax and other busi-. 
ness, 8.34 
May 27. To } day on pauper business, B4 
“ 28 & 30. To meet selectmen at office, 1:34 
June 4. To 4 day to appraise school-house lot and to 
lay out the same in: District: No. 2; .50 
“6 25: To 1 day to Deerfield on pauper business, 1.00 
¢:.23. To 4 day on road business, 50: 
July 9. To 4 day on road business, 50: 


Sept. 3 to Oct, 15. To 1 day at the office, 68 


‘ 


Oct. 24 & 25. To 1$ days to perambulate line between _ 


Chester and Raymond, 
¢ 29. To notify Deerfield selectmen to perambulate 

line, ya 

Noy, 5. To 4 day to perambulate line between Ray- 
mond and Deerfield, 

Dec. 3 to 17. To 24 days at office, 

1854, Jan. 23 & 30. To 1} days on pauper business, 

Jan. 23 to Mar. 3. To meet selectmen at office 8 days 


to make proportion of school money and 


copy petition and town accounts, , ' 


March 3. Benj. B. Gilman and John Brown’s bill for. 


auditing town accounts, 
1854, Feb. 23. Samuel M, Harriman’s bill, for ser- 
vices rendered the town as superintending 
school committee for 1853, 
Feb. 28. Wm. P. Worthley’s bill, for services as town 
clerk, 5; postage on letters, 60, 
«« 28. Horace ‘Gordon’s bill, for 4 day looking out 
timber for Whittier’s bridge, .50; to 14 
days on the same, 1.50 ; 3 tbs. spikes, 15. 
« 28. John V. Ewerson’s bill, for damage of 
plough on the highway, 
1853. Joseph Blake’s bill, for the selectmen’s ex- 


penses and office rent, fuel and lights for 


the past year, 

Hazen Batchelder’s bill, for services as one 
of the selectmen for the town of Ray- 
mond, from March 9, 1858, to March 38, 
1854; No. of days, 30—spent on town 
paupers, taking invoice, making assess- 
ment, highway tax lists and warrants, town 


tax, collector's book, and dividing school 


money, settling town bills, 

May, 1853. Hazen Batchelder’s bill , for 8 days taking 
invice on school house, and making assess- 
ments for two school house taxes in Dis- 
tricts Nos. 1 and 2, 

1855, Mar. Hazen Batchelder’ g bill, for $ day taking 


affidavit on Plumer Hanson's case, as 


county pauper, 

Mar. 17 & 18. To 2 days to Dover on pauper business, 
To 2 days to Exeter, to P. Hanson and to 
the county, 

May 3. To 4 day to Danville, to settle a bill erin the 
town of Gilford, on account.of Enoch Os- 
good, town pauper, 


1.50. 


2.15 


20.50 


15.00 


2.00 

34 
2.00 
2.00 


50 


a 8 
Oct. 21 & 23. To 14 days to perambulate line between 
Chester and Raymond, 
_«& 24. To 4 day between Poplin and Raymond, 
Nov. 5. To 3 day between Deerfield and Raymond, 
“¢ 19 & 25. To 2 days between Raymond and Can- 
dia, 
Jany. 9. To journey to Nottingham to settle with se- 
lectmen for the board of Mrs. Tracy, 
Journey to Exeter, to consult counsel on the 
division of school money, 
To railroad fare and expenses, 
To 14 days to Candia on the Lane and Pills- 
bury case, 
Journey to Exeter to consult counsel, 
Feb. 18. To taking affidavit and making account 
against the county of Rockingham, 
“¢ 15. To Deerfield on pauper business, 
To horse and sleigh for the same, 
“ 16 & 17. To 2 days and expenses to Exeter on 
=. pauper business, 


REPORT OF THE AUDITORS FOR THE YEAR 1853. 


We, the subscribers, being a committee appointed to examine the 
Selectmen’s accounts, have attended to that duty, and find them well 


vouched and correctly cast. 

We find they have assessed for the year 1855 the 
sum of 

Received from other sources, 

We find they have paid last year, after the books 
were audited’ and before town meeting, bills 
amounting to 

We find they have paid out as follows : 

For town charges, 

County tax, 

State tax, 

School do., including school fund interest, 
Highways and bridges, 

Town paupers for 1853, 

County paupers, 1853, 

Abatement of taxes, 1851, 

Abatement of taxes, 1852, 

Abatement of school-house tax in Dist. No. 8, 
Non-resident highway receipts, 

Paid town debt, 

Military expenses, 


$3438.01 
$1019.77 


$43.85 
211.11 


296.73 
173.60 
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Religious societies for 1853, 75.99 
Superintending school committee, 19.00 
Expenses of the Griffin road, 4.12 
County paupers ‘for 1852, 32.25 
Town Paupers for 1852, 167.85 
For town agent for 1852, 47.50 
We find due from the collector, Levi 8. Brown, 1852, 10.90 
For School-house tax in District No. 1, 400.00 
School-house tax for District No. 8, 275.00 
Teachers’ Institute, 10.04 
School money for 1852, 50.70 
We find parsonage fund notes, 1285.82 
‘¢ school fund notes, 1170.90 
We find due from Levi 8. Brown, collector for 1853, 727.97 
Cash in the hands of Selectmen, 149.51 
We find the town in debt about 2530.00 
JOHN BROWN, Aspire 
BENJAMIN B. GILMAN, ( @4@"?7S- 
Raymond, March 8, 1854. 
We, the subscribers, find the town was in March, 
1853, in debt about 3200.00 
after deducting all due the town. 
Selectmen 


HAZEN BATCHELDER, ) 
JOHN HEALEY, 


of 


EBEN. PRESCOTT, — J Raymond, 
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REPORT 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


TOWN OF RAYMOND, FOR 1853-54. 


The Superintending School Committee respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing Report : . 

The amount of cultivated mind in any community is the measure 
of its wealth and power. The estimation in which the institutions 
of learning and morality are held; the fostering favor and care be- 


stowed on them, and.the extent to which all classes avail themselves 
of the benign and invigorating influences flowing from them, are the 
exponents of the advancement of society to the perfection of its be- 
ing. 

What point we occupy in the scale of social progress let the fol- 
lowing statement show : 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 

Taught in Summer by H. Maria Hazelton. Length of School 10 
weeks. Number of scholars, 22; average, 18. Miss Hazelton is a 
teacher of considerable experience, and is deemed well qualified in re- 
spect to school government and instruction. Her kind and energetic 
manner is. calculated to exert a happy influence on her pupils. The. 
correctness and promptitude manifested by the younger portion of the, 
school were highly commendable, and it was thought the older portion. 
might have appeared’ to greater advantage at: the examination, had 
they been better understood. In winter, by C. H. Brown. Has. 
been in operation 7 weeks—may probably continue 2:more. Num-. 
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number of scholars, first five weeks, 830; average 25. During the 
last 2 weeks the average has been 9. This school commenced, and 
it is believed, went on four or five weeks with a fair promise of use- 
fulness, but the hopes entertained by its friends have been disappointed, 
and very little benefit has resulted or will result from it, so far as in- 
struction is concerned, beyond the first five weeks, for the plain reason 
that more than half the scholars abandoned it, rather than submit to 
those regulations on.whose observance the life and prosperity of 
schools depend. 

The sacrifice of a small sum for the supremacy of the law, it is 
hoped, will admonish children, be they of smaller or larger growth, 
that the ‘path of duty is the path of safety.” The best qualified 
and most efficient teacher may be frustrated, by creating and fostering 
in the minds of scholars the impression that he or his school are not 
useful. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 
No school has been taught in this district. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


Taught in summer by Julia A. Gove. Length of school, 10 
weeks. Number of scholars, 40; average 34. Miss Gove excels in 
discipline, the first requisite of a good school. The progress made 
in the several branches is believed to have been creditable to the 
teacher and scholars. In winter, by 8. B. Gove. Length of school, 
7 weeks, 24 days. Number of scholars, 83; average, 28. In the 
department of government, Mr. Gove succeeded without often re- 
sorting to coercive measures,—in that of instruction, by explaining 
in so easy and familiar a manner as to be understood by all. 

Mr. Gove thinks it would be for the interest of this district to em- 
‘ploy a first class female teacher. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Taught in summer by Julia A. Lane. Length of school, 8 weeks. 
Number of scholars, 18; average, 15. Miss Lane has a taste for 
learning, and, though a young teacher, made a good degree of im- 
provement. In winter, by C. H. Brown. Length of school 8 weeks. 
Number of scholars, 24; average, 19. Mr. Brown has a mind strongly 
impressed with the love of knowledge—is ambitious to excel in what- 
ever he undertakes—drills thoroughly in first principles—aims to ad- 
vance his pupils no faster than they understand. There are in this 
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school several examples of what may be accomplished by diligence 
and perseverance. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 

Taught in summer by Lucretia L. Haton. Length of the school, 
8 weeks. Number of scholars, 20; average, 19. Miss Eaton has 
proved that a large business may sometimes be done on a small capi- 
tal. -The kindness and animation exhibited by the teacher in the per- 
- formance of her duties, seemed to be reproduced in the little group 
around her, inspiring them with love for their teacher and their 
studies. 

It is understood that a considerable portion of the school money in 
No. 5 is unexpended, but on interest. It is suggested that a higher 
rate of interest might be realized were it invested in the intellectual 
improvement of the young. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


Taught both in summer and winter by Emeline Smith. Length 
of school in summer, 8 weeks. Number of scholars, 31; average, 
24. Length of school in winter, 11 weeks. Number of scholars, 
35; average, 24. Also a private school, of some 20 scholars, was 
taught 7 weeks in the autumn by the same teacher. The good order 
which has prevailed in these schools, and the progress made in the 
several branches taught, merit approbation. Pupils can be named in 
No. 6, who, by proper culture, may become fine scholars. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


Taught both in summer and in winter by Susan M. Fullonton. 
Length of school in summer, 8 weeks. Number of scholars, 30; ay- 
erage, 22. Length in winter, nine weeks. Number of scholars, 
thirty-one ; average number, twenty-three. Miss Fullonton, who is 
young teacher, the summer term being her first engagement, is 
thought to have been faithful in the discharge of her duties, yet the 
school is in a very low and backward state, both in respect to morals 
and learning ; and must so remain until greater efforts are put forth 
for its renovation, by parents as well as scholars. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


Taught in summer by Julia A. Folsom. Length of school, 14 
weeks. Number of scholars, 55; average, 32. The premature clos- 
ing of this term, without the knowledge of the Visiting Committee, 
the opinions expressed by the parents, and diminished number near 
the close, seem to indicate a failure ; it is, however, just to say, the 
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younger portion made commendable improvement, as shown by 
their standing at the commencement of the winter term. 

In winter, by 8S. M. Harriman—has been in operation 11 weeks, 
and will probably continue 5 weeks longer. Number of scholars, 
62; average, 45. Without expressing any opinion on the labors of 
the teacher now employed, it may be due to the pupils to state that 
their diligence in study, respectful and orderly deportment, command 
approbation,—that they are thought to excel, as a school, in reading, 
arithmetic and grammar, and would compare favorably with the best 
districts in the vicinity. Composition and declamation have occupied 

some portion of the time to advantage. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 

Taught in summer by Mary E. Folsom. Length of the school, 8 
weeks. Number of scholars, 17; average, 13. No examination— 
closed without notice to the Visiting Committee. In winter, taught 
by Elizabeth B. Rowe. Length of school, 10 weeks, Number of 
scholars, 18 ; average 11. The teacher employed has had much ex- 
perience, and is reputed able, but does not claim that her pupils have 
made much progress, and assigns the reasons,—irregular attendance, 
unfitness of the house, and the admission of scholars from other 
districts. 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 

Taught in summer by Nancy Haselton and H. W. Haselton, the 
former leaving the school several weeks before the close, by reason of 
ill health. Length of school, 18 weeks. Number of scholars in the 
district, 13; from other districts, 11; average, 12. With 18 
weeks schooling in a year, and irregular at that, the condition of the 
school will be readily inferred. 


Whole number of scholars above 4 years old attending 


school 2 weeks, . 352 
Over 16 years of age, d2 
Between 4 and 16, 300 
Number of visits by Pudential Committees, 8 
Number of visits by Citizens, +4 
Number of weeks taught by male teachers, 44} 
Average wages of male teachers per month,’exclusive of 

board, $17.58 
Number of weeks taught by female teachers, 117 
Average wages per month paid female teachers, exclusive 

of board, . $7.68 


} 
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The amount of money raised by tax the past year for the 


support of schools was 4 $600.00 
Amount of Literary Fund, 62.60 
Income of the Local Fund, 70.00 
‘Total appropriation, $732.60 


~The sum for each scholar is a.little more than two dollars. Ray- 
mond ranks as the 29th town in the State in respect to the amount 
raised by tax above the sum required by law ; the excess being 86 
per cent. 

By comparing the past and present condition of our schools, it is 
apparent that the cause of education is advancing—there is a, greater 
number of young persons,who are now making strong effort@ifor intel- 
lectual improvement than at any former period. The interest manifest- 
ed by many parents that their offspring may deriye the utmost benefit 
from the means of instruction now in operation is a presage of suc- 
cess. 

Two districts the past year have exhibited a praiseworthy liberality 
in the erection of two new, beautiful, and spacious edifices, thereby 
relieving the town in part of the reproach brought upon it by those 
miserable, unsightly, and dilapidated structures, ycleped school houses, 
which grate the gaze of the traveler in different quarters of the town. 

That deeper interest is felt in the cause of educaton is also shown 
by the readiness with which many have contributed, and by the de- 
sire manifested tocontribute still more to the support of select schools, 
in which the youth may be subjected to more rigid discipline in the 
higher branches. > 

But there are things of a different character, which should not be 
passed over in silence. Some sections of the town are suffering from . 
being cut up into small districts, so reducing their pecuniary means 
as to render the terms of instruction very short, and to increase the 
probability that cheap instruction will be preferred. 

There is a great loss by irregular attendance,—not less than 25 
per cent.; by irregular attendance is meant not only going to school 
three or four days in a week and absence the remainder, but scholars 
coming late in the morning and leaving before the close of the session 
in the afternoon, disturbing the quiet of the school and interrupting 
the arrangements of the teacher. 

Parents should not only lend pecuniary aid, but show that they 

_ -feel deeply interested in its expenditure, by frequent visits to the 
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school-room, by sympathizing with the faithful teacher in his trials, _ 
encouraging him in his labors, and informing themselves in respect 
to the fidelity and progress of their children. 
But this practice prevails only to a very limited extent. Are we 
equally remiss in any other department of life involving equal issues? 
Some districts are not provided with houses adapted to their wants. 
A few hundred dollars expended in erecting convenient and elegant 
‘school houses, they will find a good ¢nvestment,—one that will pay. 
How important and desirable that all the associations of 


“ The school boy spot, 
_ We ne’er forget, though there we are forgot,” 


should pe such as exalt in the mind the love of the beautiful, the ex- 
cellent) and the true. ore 

Parents live for their children, not to amass for them gold or sil- 
ver,—not to provide the means of sustaining animal life, for it is 
written, Instruction is thy life aid that men shall live by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God, that is by the development 
and cultivation of his intellectual and moral nature, by which alone 
the effaced image of the. Creator can be re-stamped on his mind. . 

ie Ha SAMUEL W. HARRIMAN, 
Sup’g Sch’l Com. for the town of Raymend. 


